In the huge literature on the subject of witchcraft, the Malleus maleficarum stands out as one of the most influential references. Indeed, the Reverend Montague Summers, himself a modem believer in witches, who translated the fifteenth century classic into English in 1928, regarded it as "among the most important, weightiest and wisest books of the world".
First published between 1484 and 1486, the witches' hemmer was the work of two Dominicans, Heinrich Kraemer and James Sprenger, who sought to clarify and strengthen their authority as Inquisitors in North-West Germany. They appealed to the Pope for ecclesiastical support, and the famous Bull of Innocent VIII was issued on December 9th, 1484. The Bull granted the two Dominicians "full and complete faculties to proceed against the offenders who have abandoned themselves to devils, incubi and succubi", and from the date, wording and references to it in the Malleus itself, it appears to have preceded the actual compilation of the text. The book was certainly ready by 1486, when King Maximillian made it legally effective throughout me Holy Roman Empire, and finally in 1487, the Faculty of Theology of Cologne University, which had been more reticent despite the fact that Sprenger himsef had been Dean, gave its unanimous approval after the second deliberation.
The Malleus is divided into three sections dealing with the theological, clinical and judicial aspects of witchcraft. 
57
One consists of a complex dissertation on the 'obvious truth' that witches do exist. The emphasis is placed on biblical quotations and theological arguments, and some mention is made of heretical views which deny the existence of the 'horrible craft' or belittle the power of its adherents. The authors allow that some of the manifestations of witchcraft may be similar to those due to illusion or imagination, but they do not discuss the differentiation of these. They quote St. Thomas Aquinas' statement that "some men have an imagination so vivid that they think they see actual figures and appearances which are but the reflection of their own thoughts" but this insightful observation is lost in the subsequent discussion.
Part Two lists in considerable detail "The Methods by which the works of witchcraft are wrought and directed". Great emphasis is placed on sexual topics, and the misogynistic tone of the book is obvious. Numerous cases of male impotence are attributed to 'spells', and cases are cited where a witch cast a 'glamour' over the male genitalia so that they seemed to disappear. The mechanisms of copulation with Incubi (male devils) and Succubi (female devils) are discussed, and there is a classical description of a phantom pregnancy which terminated in nothing but "the evacuation of a great quantity of wind". Attention is also given to possession by the devil, the ability to speak in foreign tongues without training, the ability to transport oneself over great distances in a brief period of time and the power to change men into beasts and to raise storms. In the story of the Archer-wizard, who, with the help of t~e devil, was able to shoot a penny off his son's head, one finds a close similarity to the tale of William Tell.
The judicial proceedings in both ecclesiastical and civil courts dealing with witches are outlined in Part Three of the Malleus. At least two witnesses must testify against the accused, who is to be given the benefit of every doubt. The accused is to have her whole body shaved so that she cannot conceal any magical charms about her, and she is to be led into the court backwards lest she see the judge first and cast a spell on him when he is off his guard. Apart from the evidence itself, a witch can be recognized by an inability to weep or by the maintenance of a taciturn silence. Voluntary confession is to be encouraged, if necessary by resorting to various persuasive measures. Torture is to be individually prescribed according to the case, but the ordeal by red hot iron is not recommended, since the devil is notoriously known to assist his favourites to withstand the exposure. However, the suspect may be threatened with such a test if it is thought that this will bring about a genuine confession. It is also quite permissible for the judge to take a softer approach with the accused, keeping certain mental reservations to himself while playing down the consequences of a confession, and spies may be placed in the cell with the suspect, who may thus be tricked into revealing her true nature by the presence of a supposed sympathizer. Students of modern methods of brainwashing will find much that is familiar in the full descriptions of these procedures.
Even in the time of limited printing facilities, the Malleus maleficarum ran through fourteen editions between 1487 and 1520, and another sixteen editions between 1574 and 1669, being published in Latin, French, German and Italian. A small pocket edition was also available for the convenience of judges who wished to consult it unobtrusively during trials.
While the utilization of witch scares as a means of religious conservation by Catholic and Protestant alike is widely recognized, other factors must be taken into account for a more complete understanding of the dynamic hold witchcraft had during that era. That an accusation of witchcraft was a valuable political weapon for removing a rival is shown by the fact that some of the most outstanding cases centred around alleged plots against such rulers as Henry III, Edward II, Henry V, Henry VI, Richard III, James VI and Louis XIV. In addition, unbiased intellectuals such as Bodin, Bacon, Pare, Fernel, Raleigh, Brown and Hale, to mention only a few, attested to the existence of witches in their times. Finally, man's magical needs to explain the unknown and to control his unrecognized fear were probably essential to the formulation of the Malleus maleficarum and the execution of its provisions. It is just as impossible to understand the Europe of that era without considering the influence of witchcraft, as it is to comprehend the modern world without paying attention to the impact made by theories of the unconscious.
